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THE COVER
We thank Ray Bontrager for his photograph of the Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) 
taken in Laurel County, 9 June 2018. 
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Kentucky Ornithological Society
Fall Meeting
Pine Mountain State Resort Park
14-16 September 2018
Friday, 14 September
1:30 p.m. A field trip to the Appalachian Wildlife Center, led by David Ledford (CEO of 
The Appalachian Wildlife Foundation), left the lodge. Fourteen people went on this trip. The 
Appalachian Wildlife Center is a 12,000-acre area including forested land, reclaimed strip 
mines, and ponds being developed to offer outdoor recreational opportunities and ecotourism 
in the area. 
5:30 p.m. Registration – Steve and Janet Kistler filled in for Lee McNeely who could not 
make the meeting. 
7:00 p.m. Jeff Sole, President, called the Friday evening meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. He 
had Board members stand and introduce themselves. Rebecca Bates announced the 2019 
Spring meeting will be at Audubon State Park in April. Jeff mentioned that Steve Kistler has 
updated the KOS web page and that James Wheat manages the Facebook page. Jeff reminded 
members that KOS fosters bird conservation and listed several activities in support of this 
goal, such as a small research grant program, The Burt Monroe Avian Research Fund and 
another, the Kingsolver Fund, to support young birders attendance at national bird camps. 
The evening meeting presentations began with Steve Kistler’s bird quiz, always an enjoyable 
event testing members’ identification skills. Because the featured speaker cancelled due to 
weather related to Hurricane Florence, Blaine Ferrell’s talk was moved to the Saturday evening 
meeting. Jeff Sole announced the field trips for Saturday. Next Tommy Quarles presented his 
trips to Audubon’s Hog Island, Maine bird camp and to Alaska. He recounted his itinerary 
and presented pictures of the birds he saw. He also learned how to prepare study skins of 
birds. A highlight in Maine was his trip to Easter Egg Rock where he observed nesting birds 
from a blind. In Alaska, he traveled to Anchorage, Denali, Seward and other areas. Carol 
Besse gave a talk “Trogons and Hummers and Lovebirds, Oh My!”, birds from southeastern 
Arizona. The trip started in Phoenix and progressed to Madera Canyon, Coronado National 
Forest, Santa Cruz River-Tumacacori, Saguaro National Park, Mt Lemmon, Incinerator 
Ridge, Ash Canyon B&B, San Pedro River, Lake Cochise-Wilcox, Cave Creek Canyon, and 
Portal. All photos were taken by Pam Spaulding. Next Pam Spaulding presented her “Quest 
for a Nemesis Bird.” Her nemesis was the Belted Kingfisher, because it is very hard to obtain 
good pictures of them. She ended her presentation with a beautiful series of Kentucky birds 
and scenery set to music. Jeff reiterated the field trips for Saturday. Steve Kistler mentioned 
he had several binoculars people could borrow. The evening meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
followed by a social time. 
Saturday, 15 September
Zak Danks (KDFWR) led a trip to Kentucky Ridge State Forest. The group followed 
Davisburg Road through the forest. Zak informed participants about the KDFWR Ruffed 
Grouse and Early Successional Songbird Habitat Management Plan. 
Jeff Sole led a group on a trip to Kingdom Come State Park and Little Shepherd Trail.
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Steve Kistler led a walk for beginners near the lodge and along Clear Creek Trail.
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., led a trip to Black Mountain in search of warblers, especially the 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, and Common Ravens. 
Steve Kistler led a walk near the lodge for wild flowers. 
James Wheat led a trip to Davisburg Trail at Kentucky Ridge State Forest and Chenoa Lake.
Jeff Sole led a walk along the Clear Creek Rail Trail at Pine Mountain State Park. 
Evening meeting
Jeff Sole opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m. Jeff Sole led the business meeting covering an 
overview of KOS ongoing activities. Carol Besse requested nominations of young people 
who could attend the summer bird camps via the Kingsolver Fund. Jeff mentioned that 
teachers may be able to help identify students. Dona Coates told members about a birding 
trip to Cuba. Those interested needed to talk with her after the meeting. Jeff Sole mentioned 
the Appalachian Wildlife Center would be available for a field trip on Sunday. David Ledford 
would meet those interested at 8:00 a.m. Sunday morning. 
Jeff had Rebecca Bates and Ben Yandell introduce proposed bylaw changes. Ben went over 
the changes to the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) bylaw section. Blaine Ferrell 
moved approval and Carol Besse seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote of 
members present. Rebecca Bates introduced bylaw changes regarding special funds, merging 
them under a common title, Grants Funds, that include all special funds. All funds will still 
be advertised separately in the Warbler and accounted for separately. Blaine Ferrell moved 
approval of the motion, James Wheat seconded the motion. After a short discussion, the 
motion passed by voice vote. 
Jeff then introduced the proposed slate of officers for the annual election as follows: President, 
Jeff Sole; Vice-President, James Wheat; Treasurer, Steve Kistler; Recording Secretary, Linda 
Craiger; Corresponding Secretary, Carol Besse; and Councillors (three-year terms), Clay 
Bliznick, and Mary Yandell. Also, Jennifer Snyder will fill out the unexpired term of James 
Wheat (2017-2020) as Councillor. Blaine Ferrell moved for approval of the slate of officers 
as presented. Valerie Brown seconded the motion, and it passed on a voice vote.
Jeff mentioned Brown-headed Nuthatches were at the London USFS District Office and 
offered a field trip to the Levi Jackson State Park and that members might want to organize 
a field trip to see them. Blaine Ferrell tallied birds from field trips. A total of 86 species were 
observed by members Friday and Saturday. 
The featured presentation “American Bird Conservancy” by Holly Robertson (ABC Staff) was 
cancelled because she could not attend the meeting due to hurricane Florence. Blaine Ferrell 
discussed “Attracting Birds in the Backyard”, emphasizing the importance of a running water 
feature in attracting birds that normally are not attracted to feeders. Carol Besse presented 
slides of beautiful birds observed on her trip to Belize in December 2107. She indicated 
it is a great place for an international birding trip. All photographs were provided by Tom 
Stephenson and Scott Whittle. 
Jeff Sole adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. The meeting was followed by social time.
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Fall KOS Meeting Bird List
Pine Mountain State Resort Park and Area
14-16 September 2018
It was mostly sunny to partly cloudy Friday and Saturday with drizzle on Sunday and daytime 
temperatures in the mid 80’s. The following birds were observed by members on Friday and 
Saturday: Canada Goose, Mallard, Wild Turkey, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Chimney 
Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, Double-crested Cormorant, 
Great Blue Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Eastern Screech-
Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 
Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, 
Acadian Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed 
Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Carolina Chickadee, 
Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnat-
catcher, Eastern Bluebird, Veery, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, 
American Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Northern Mockingbird, European Starling, 
Cedar Waxwing, House Sparrow, American Goldfinch, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, 
Song Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Ovenbird, Worm-eating Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, 
Black-and-white Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
Hooded Warbler, American Redstart, Cape May Warbler, Northern Parula, Magnolia Warbler, 
Bay-breasted Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, 
Pine Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, 
Wilson’s Warbler, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting. 
The total species tally was 86.
2018 Fall meeting attendance list:
Win Ahrens ............................................................Prospect, KY
Bonnie Avery..........................................................Upton, KY
Lyle Babberl ...........................................................Louisville, KY
Rebecca Bates ........................................................Berea, KY
Tom Becker ............................................................Floyds Knobs, IN
Sarah Bell ...............................................................Herndon, KY
Carol Besse ............................................................Louisville, KY
Clay Bliznick .........................................................Hartford, KY
Nancy Braun ..........................................................Lexington, KY
Valerie Brown ........................................................Bowling Green, KY
Laverne Bush .........................................................Owensboro, KY
Fred Busroe ............................................................Morehead, KY
Katie Busroe ...........................................................Morehead, KY
Dona Coates ...........................................................Cox’s Creek, KY
Linda Craiger .........................................................Glasgow, KY
Colleen Craven-Becker ..........................................Floyds Knobs, IN
Lisa Dalporto .........................................................Bowling Green, KY
Zak Danks ..............................................................Versailles, KY
Roseanna Denton ...................................................Science Hill, KY
Greg Elliott .............................................................Bowling Green, KY
Blaine Ferrell .........................................................Bowling Green, KY
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John Forman...........................................................Bowling Green, KY
Rhonda Garland .....................................................Bowling Green, KY
Doug Gebler ...........................................................Elizabethtown, KY
Janet Gebler ...........................................................Elizabethtown, KY
Steve Graham .........................................................Greenville, KY
Teresa Graham .......................................................Greenville, KY
Bettina Ivy ..............................................................Mayfield, KY
Eva Lee Kingsolver ................................................Carlisle, KY
Wendell Kingsolver................................................Carlisle, KY
Janet Kistler ...........................................................Munfordville, KY
Steve Kistler ...........................................................Munfordville, KY
Teresa Noel ............................................................Lexington, KY
Ronan O’Carra .......................................................Lexington, KY
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. ........................................Louisville, KY
Tommy Quarles ......................................................Frankfort, KY
Jeff Sole..................................................................Frankfort, KY
Pam Spaulding .......................................................Louisville, KY
Marilee Thompson .................................................Owensboro, KY
Wendell Thompson ................................................Owensboro, KY
Nancy Vance ..........................................................Louisville, KY
Sally Wasielewski ..................................................Lexington, KY
James Wheat ..........................................................Louisville, KY
Brian Wulker ..........................................................Cincinnati, OH
Ben Yandell ............................................................Louisville, KY
Mary Yandell ..........................................................Louisville, KY
46 people attended the meeting.
Spotted Sandpiper – McCreary, 16 July 2018
Sharon Reeve
2018 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 103
The Summer Season, June - July 2018
Ben Yandell
As was the case in May, the overall average temperature for the season was warmer than 
average (by 2.3 degrees Fahrenheit; 1.3 degrees Celsius). June was 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit (2.0 
degrees Celsius) warmer, and July was near the average, warmer by 0.9 degrees Fahrenheit 
(0.5 degrees Celsius). Louisville had its 5th and Bowling Green had its 9th warmest June on 
record. Precipitation totals for both months were very close to average. (Based on National 
Weather Service monthly averages in Louisville, Lexington, Bowling Green, Paducah, and 
Jackson compared to 1981-2010 averages and all-time records.)
Review species reported for the season were BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK, 
BROWN PELICAN, and a new location for BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH. Other 
noteworthy reports include continuing Common Merganser (see this issue’s Field Note on the 
state’s first confirmed nesting), Horned Grebe, Common Moorhen, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 
Bachman’s Sparrow, and Lawrence’s Warbler.
Publication of any unusual sightings in eBird or in this seasonal report does not imply that 
these reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official list of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of rare and out-of-season birds should be accompanied by written and, whenever possible, 
photographic documentation for review by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). 
Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported 
periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. The most recent KBRC decisions are reported later 
in this issue.
Details of many of the following reports were posted at the time on birdky and are available 
at eBird.org. June-July eBird reports covered 110 of Kentucky’s 120 counties, totaled 181 
species, 470 reporting observers, about 4,420 reports, 59,800 lines of data, 1,132 unduplicated 
attached photographs or audio files, and 196,000 individual birds reported (eliminating 
duplicate counts by groups and entries with an “x” instead of a number). Entering observations 
in eBird increases their value for later research and gives the best assurance that observations 
are included here. Other methods do not have data quality checks and require others to do 
the data entry.
Note: eBird recently changed its policy on the availability of birder names. Due to that 
change and to multiple individuals (for example, couples) using the same eBird account, the 
following summary may misidentify observers and roles.
The following highlights summarize locations, dates, and observer initials. Documentation 
method may be noted as follows: wr = written documentation, ph = photograph, vd = video 
recording, and aud = audio recording. Species order is based on AOS 2018. Comments about 
previous Kentucky bird records rely on the Annotated Checklist and updates (Palmer-Ball 
2018). 
BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK 
– Three locations. The first two listed 
have been accepted by KBRC; the third 
is pending review. 1 at in Barren 30 June 
(wr LCr). 4 in Simpsonville, Shelby, 
beginning 30 June and with scattered 
reports continuing through the season 
(JLu, TFz, ph JSo, wr ph JW, m.ob.). 1 
at New Concord, LBL, Calloway, seen 
sporadically through the season after a 
pair observed there during the spring 
(JmL, MkL, later ph PHs).
Snow Goose – One report. 1 at Pfeiffer Fish 
Hatchery, Franklin, 2 June (ph RbC, DbC, 
ph PmG). 
Mute Swan – 2 adults and 4 cygnets at Race 
Track Road, Campbell, 6 July (wr LnW).
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Blue-winged Teal – An active summer for 
this species, which has a State Breeding 
Status of Threatened. Reported from 5 
counties. Continued through the season 
and nested at Morgan Pond (m.ob.); 
multiple broods and as many as 43 young 
reported in the area beginning in late 
June (ph JoH, m.ob.). 1 a few miles east 
in Todd, 14 July (ph ShA, ph JoH). 1 
male continued at Melco 5 June (BPB). 1 
male at McElroy Lake 8 June (JSo), and 
2 males and 5 females at nearby Chaney 
Lake, Warren, 23 June (ph CBz), with 1 
there 14 July (ph ShA, ph JoH). A male 
and female at Spindletop, Fayette, 23 June 
(ph LsC, DSv). 
Northern Shoveler – 1 male at Chaney 
Lake, Warren, 23 June (CBz).
Gadwall – All reports included. Male and 
female at Spindletop on 2 and 23 June 
(ph DSv, LsC). 3 females at Chaney Lake, 
Warren, 23 June (CBz). 1 in Christian, 25 
July (ph ShA).
Green-winged Teal – 1 still present at 
Jacobson Park, Fayette, 1 June (ph TrN, 
KHo). 
Canvasback – One report. 1 at Morgan Pond 
1 June (ph ShA, ph JoH). 
Redhead – 1 very late at General James 
Taylor Park (Mouth of Licking River), 
Campbell, 17 June (wr ph BnB).
Ring-necked Duck – Single males at Blue 
Grass Army Depot, Madison, 3 June (ph 
MkP) and Chaney Lake, Warren, 23 June 
(CBz).
Lesser Scaup – Three locations. 1 at 
Ashland Park in Louisville 9 June (wr ph 
MiC) and 4 July (wr ph JW). 1 continued 
at KY Dam, Marshall, 9 June (ph TaS). 1 
in Christian, 22 June (wr ph SBe).
Hooded Merganser – Reported from 6 
counties: Christian, Fulton, Henderson, 
Jefferson, Madison, and Trigg. 1-2 at 
Morgan Pond on 1 June and 13-28 June 
(ph ShA, ph JoH). Up to 15 at Horseshoe 
Road through the season. Ducklings 
noted at Horseshoe Road (ph CC) and 
Caperton Swamp, Louisville, Jefferson 
(anonymous).
Common Merganser – See article this 
issue. The remarkable series of reports 
of nesting continued from the Rockcastle 
River in eastern KY. Adult female with 6 
young 18 June at Skegg Creek, Rockcastle 
(ph DvF). 9 continued in Jackson, 23 June, 
with 4 there 25 June (both dates ph DPi).  
Red-breasted Merganser – 1 at KY Dam, 
Marshall, 9 June (ph TaS) was the only 
report. 
Blue-winged Teal and ducklings – Christian, 28 June 2018
Sharon Arnold
Lesser Scaup – Jefferson, 4 July 2018
James Wheat
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Ruddy Duck – 1 at Morgan Pond on 2 July 
(ph ShA, ph JoH).
Pied-billed Grebe – State Breeding Status: 
Endangered. Reported from 4 counties. 1-4 
continued through the season at Morgan 
Pond, Chris tian, (ph ShA, ph JoH). 2 adults 
and 5 young at Chaney Lake, Warren, 23 
June (CBz). 1 at Lexington Reservoir 
4, Fayette, 22 July (ph ROC, DSv). 1 at 
Three Springs Church, Warren, 23 July 
(ph RcS). 1 at Barren Lake, Barren, 24-29 
July (ph RcS, LCr).
Horned Grebe – Very rare in summer. 1 
at Kenlake SRP, Marshall, 17-18 June 
(AnX) and likely the same bird 2 miles s. 
in Calloway, 22 June (ph TQ). 
WHITE-WINGED DOVE – Accepted by 
KBRC. 1 at Midway, Woodford, 2-3 June 
(wr ph BCx). Kentucky has had about 20 
occurrences of this species, with annual 
occurrence since 2011.
Black-billed Cuckoo – Rare in summer, 1 
heard on a Breeding Bird Survey stop in 
Henry, 16 June (wr JW).
Chuck-will’s-widow – Reported from 8 
counties: Allen, Calloway, Edmonson, 
Hart, Jefferson, Lincoln, Nelson, and 
Whitley. 2 along Harrison Fork Road, 
Nelson, 11 July (BPB, LMc) were the 
latest reported.
Eastern Whip-poor-will – Reported through 
the season; 8 counties: Franklin, Hart, 
Jackson, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Oldham, 
Powell, and Rockcastle. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird – A 
remarkable 50 were reported at Sympson 
Farm, Warren, 17 July (ph RcS).
Virginia Rail – 1 at Muck Lake, Muhlenberg, 
23 June – 13 July (TG, SG, m.ob.).
Common Gallinule – The only report was 
of 1 at the Sloughs 18 June (ph CC).
American Coot – All reports included; all 
singles. Doe Run Lake Park, Kenton, 6 
June (RC); Cedar Creek Lake, Lincoln, 20 
June (wr ph TrN); in Christian 3-4 miles 
west of Morgan pond, 23 June (wr SBe); 
and a month later at Morgan Pond on 26 
July (ph JoH).
Black-necked Stilt – Reported from only 
two locations and only in June. 3-4 at 
Morgan Pond on 1-9 June, and 2 there 19 
June (ph ShA, ph JoH). 2 along the levee 
in Fulton, 9 June (JSo). 
American Avocet – The only report was of 1 
at Frogue Pond, Todd, 21 July (JBy). 
Semipalmated Plover – A few lingered into 
early June (m.ob.). 1 early returning bird 
at the Sloughs on 19 July (ph CC).
Stilt Sandpiper – The only report was of 3-4 
in Christian, 25 July (ph ShA, ph JoH). 
Dunlin – 2 at McElroy Lake 1 June (wr TD) 
were the only ones reported.
Least Sandpiper – Reported from 12 
counties. 5 at Morgan Pond on 1 June, 
with 1 there 3 June (JoH, ShA). Earliest 
report of returning birds, 1 at Melco 5 
July (BPB). Beginnning the second week Black-necked Stilt – Christian, 3 June 2018
Sharon Arnold
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of July, returning flocks were reported at 
multiple locations (m.ob.). 
White-rumped Sandpiper – Reported from 
4 counties. An unusually large group 
for Louisville, 25 were at Melco 2 June 
(BPB), with 2 there on 6 June. 3 on 2 June 
(ph JSo) and 1 on 9 June (ph RD) at Minor 
Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan. Up to 6 at 
Morgan Pond, Christian, 3-25 June (wr 
ph ShA, JoH). 1 at Higgenbothem Pond, 
Wayne, 11 June (wr RB).
Pectoral Sandpiper – Reported from 8 
counties. 1 at Morgan Pond on 3 June 
(ph ShA, ph JoH) was the last of the 
spring migrants reported. First reports of 
returning birds were in mid-July (m.ob.).
Semipalmated Sandpiper – Reported from 
6 counties; all included. 20 at Morgan 
Pond, Christian, 1 June (ph ShA, JoH), 
with up to 5 there 3-18 June, and 1-2 in the 
area on 23 July (JoH). Up to 15 at Melco 
2-11 June (BPB, m.ob.) and 1 likely 
southbound migrant 19 July (wr BPB). 4 
on 2 June (JSo) and 11 on 9 June (ph RD) 
at Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan. 8 at 
Horseshoe Road 6 June (ph CC) and 2-3 
at the Sloughs, Henderson, 19-23 July (ph 
CC). 2 at Higgenbothem Pond, Wayne, 11 
June (wr RB). Up to 4 at Hays Kennedy 
Park, Jefferson, beginning 22 July (PB, 
JB). 4 at Lake 9, Fulton, 25 July (HC). 
Short-billed Dowitcher – 1 at Horseshoe 
Road 15 July (TrN, CBz) was the only 
report.
American Woodcock – Two reports. 2 in 
Pulaski 25 June (JmP). 1 at Taylor Fork 
Ecological Area, Madison, 17 July (ph 
KvF, ph C&TM). 
Spotted Sandpiper – Reported from 18 
counties, usually 1-2 birds, with no 
obvious gap in dates (m.ob.). 
Solitary Sandpiper – Reported from 13 
counties. No June reports. 1 at Lake 
Number 9, Fulton, 3 July (JP, HC) was the 
earliest reported. 
Lesser Yellowlegs – Reported from 4 
counties; no June report. Earliest reports 
were 1 at Melco 9 July (BPB), 2 at 
Horseshoe Road 10 July (CC), and 2 at 
Morgan Pond on 11 July (JoH). 
Greater Yellowlegs – All reports included. 1 
at Melco 5 June (ph BPB). 2 at Horseshoe 
Road 6 June (ph CC). 1 at the Sloughs 
on 8 June (ph CC). 1 at Sand Slough, 
Henderson, 9 July (KM). 1 at Morgan 
Pond on 13 July (JoH). 1 at Hays Kennedy 
Park, Jefferson, 20 July (JBa).
Ring-billed Gull – Reported from 5 counties. 
After singles at Barkley Dam, Lyon, 2 
June (ph TaS) and at LBL Nature Station, 
Trigg, 6 June (RJS), the next reports were 
scattered reports in LBL, beginning in late 
June and continuing through the season 
(m.ob.). 
Least Tern – Reported from 5 counties; all 
reports included. Fulton reports continued 
through early July (m.ob.), including the 
highest count of the season, 30 along the 
Mississippi River n. of Hickman 10 June 
(JSo, m.ob.). 2 at Haddox Ferry Boat 
Ramp, Marshall, 6-7 June (ph TaS). 1 at 
Rockport Ferry Rd, Maceo, Daviess, 20 
June (wr BY). With birds last reported in 
late May, Henderson reports began again 
with 1 at Horseshoe Road 23 June (CC) 
and then occasional reports through July 
(KM, CC, TrN, CBz). 1 at Smithland Dam, 
Livings ton, 14 July (CBz, TrN). Nesting 
season summary. Kentucky’s nesting 
Least Terns are part of the endangered 
Interior Least Tern population. The 
following excerpt and table summarize 
data provided by the KDFWR (Constance 
Powell, personal communi cation, 29 Nov-
ember 2018). In recent summers, KDFWR 
technicians have posted the sandbars as no-
entry, monitored the nests, and collected 
data. As in previous years, summer 2018 
had an estimated 1000 nesting pairs using 
Kentucky sandbars. Nesting was docu-
mented at three sites, beginning 7, 8, and 
20 June. Results were as follows: 
outcome # nests % of total
success: at least 1 chick 22 6.1%
unknown outcome 7 1.9%
failure: storms, flooding 146 40.6%
failure: rising river level 56 15.6%
failure: predator* 26 7.2%
failure: cause unknown 103 28.6%
total nests monitored 360 100.0%
* Predators were 24 eagle or other avian, 1 coyote, 
and 1 unknown.
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Caspian Tern – All reports included. The 
last June reports were 1 on 7 June (wr TB, 
RLa) and 6 on 11 June (wr SvB, SsW) at 
the Falls of the Ohio, and 2 at KY Lake, 
Calloway, 16 June (wr TQ). After a one-
month hiatus, 1 at Crappie Hollow (Blood 
River), Calloway, 15 July (HC), 1-2 at or 
near the Falls of the Ohio 25-31 July (TB, 
RLa, m.ob.), and 2 at Taylorsville Lake, 
Anderson, 29 July (TrN, CBz).
Black Tern – All reports included. 1 at 
McElroy Lake on 1 June (TD). 1 along 
the Mississippi River n. of Hickman on 10 
June (wr JSo, m.ob.). 2 at Morgan Pond on 
22-23 June (BPB, wr ph ShA, JoH). 1 in 
Hickman, Fulton, 3 July (wr HC, JP). 
Forster’s Tern – 1 at Barren Lake Dam, 
Barren, 29 July (ph RcS) was the only 
report. 
Common Loon – Two reports. 1 at Fagan 
Branch Lake, Marion, 7 June (ph JSo). 1 
at Cedar Creek Lake, Lincoln, 23 June (wr 
ph TrN). 
American White Pelican – Reported from 
7 counties. Christian, Fulton, Henderson, 
Lyon, Marshall, Muhlenberg, and Trigg. 
The season’s highest reported count was 
139 at Adkins Swamp, Peabody WMA, 
Muhlenberg, 23 June (TG, ph SG).
BROWN PELICAN – Accepted by 
KBRC, becoming one of fewer than 10 
occurrences of the species in the state. It 
is unclear whether this year’s reports all 
refer to the same bird. The map shows 
locations in chronological order, noting 
days between reports. The map includes 
locations outside Kentucky and shows 
dates after the range covered by this 
seasonal report.
18-20 June: Cedar Creek Lake, A. Lincoln (GfR, ph RD, ph JkE)
30 June, ne. of Nashville, TNB. 
6 July: Taylorsville Lake, C. Spencer (DgD via BPB)
19 July: downtown [!] Lexington, D. Fayette (ph KRS)
22 July: Ohio River at Portsmouth, OHE. 
11-12 August: Lake Peewee, F. Hopkins (vd CBz, ph JBa) 
S. Illinois had reports beginning 18 August and continuing.
Brown Pelican – Fayette, 19 July 2018
Kelly Robbins Stone
Brown Pelican reports
Summer 2018
b
A
C
D
e
F
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Least Bittern – State Breeding Status: 
Threatened. All reports included. 
Continued and nested at the Sinclair Unit, 
Muck Lake, Muhlenberg, 17 June - 15 July 
(PS, ph PB, JB, m.ob.); juveniles observed 
beginning 7 July (TG, ph SG).
Great Egret – Reported from 26 counties. 
Peak counts include an estimated 150 at 
the Sloughs 21 July ph CC) and 238 in a 
flooded field near Interstate 24, Christian, 
25 July (JyW, ph ShA, JoH). 
Snowy Egret – Reported from 7 counties: 
Calloway, Christian, Franklin, Fulton, 
Jefferson, Muhlenberg, and Trigg. 
Little Blue Heron – Reported from Barren, 
Calloway, Christian, and Trigg. 
Cattle Egret – Reported from 5 counties: 
Calloway, Christian, Jefferson, Lyon, and 
Trigg. 4 occupied nests on Shippingport 
Island, Louisville, 20 June (BPB). “[Four] 
active Cattle Egret nests mixed in with 
several Great Egret nests. Cattle Egrets 
nested on Shipping port Island 1984-
1988, but abandoned the site when the 
Black-crowneds moved out for unknown 
reasons. All four nests appeared to be 
occupied with at least a couple of birds 
seemingly incubating.”
Black-crowned Night-Heron – Reported 
from 10 counties: Allen, Boone, Clark, 
Fayette, Jefferson, Livingston, Lyon, 
Marshall, Shelby, and Trigg. 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron – Reported 
from 5 counties: Fayette, Jefferson 
(nesting and juvenile birds reported), 
Marshall (including juvenile), Union, and 
Warren. 
Osprey – Reported from 19 counties. 
Northern Harrier – Reported from 4 
counties. All reports included. 1 adult 
male along I-64 near Shelbyville, Shelby, 
4 June (wr TyS, ThS). 1 adult male in 
Perry, 12 June (wr GRy). Adult male and 
female at Appalachian Wildlife Center, 
Bell, 14 June (DLd). 1 female in Barren, 3 
July (JnK, SK).
Bald Eagle – Reported from 30 counties. 
Mississippi Kite – Reported from 14 
counties. Counties with reports of 10 
or more birds were Carlisle, Fulton, 
Marshall, and McCracken. In what has 
become the norm, successful nesting 
Mississippi Kite – Marshall, 8 July 2018
Tammie Vied Smith
Least Bittern fledgling – Muhlenberg, 8 July 2018
Steve Graham
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was reported again this year in Jefferson 
(m.ob.). 1 spent the season again at 
Veterans Park, Fayette (m.ob.). 
Broad-winged Hawk – 26 counties. 
Barn Owl – Reported from Muhlenberg, 
Ohio, and Harrison.
Eastern Screech-Owl – 14 counties. 
Great Horned Owl – 8 counties. 
Peregrine Falcon – 5 counties: Campbell, 
Fayette, Franklin, Jefferson, and 
Livingston.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher – The only report 
was of an adult male along U.S. 68-80 
in Auburn, Logan, 23-26 June (PSw via 
TD). 
Willow Flycatcher – 21 counties. 
Loggerhead Shrike – Reported from three 
counties. All reports included. Up to 5 
and confirmed young at Blue Grass Army 
Depot, Madison, through the season, 
including confirmation of a very late nest 
with four eggs, 24 July (ph C&TM). 2 
adults with a fledgling at Camp Nelson, 
Jessamine, 2 June (ph MiC, BBC); 1 on 
10 June (SyP); 2 on 16 June (DL, CKAS/
ASK, ph ROC); and 2 on 16 July (BEi). 
Fulton had reports of 4 near Midway 
Church Road, Fulton, on 2 June (McL) 
and 1 at State Line Road on 9 July (MG). 
2 at John Rivers Spur, Christian, 24 June 
(ph ShA). 
Bell’s Vireo – Reported from 8 counties. 
Almost all reports from the Sinclair Unit, 
Muhlenberg, where reports continued 
through the season; 12 there on 1 June 
(TG, SG, NBr) was the season’s peak 
count. Adjacent Ohio had 1-2 reported 
24-30 June (CBz, JW, MiC). Up to 6 
reported through the season at Sandy Lee 
Watkins County Park, Henderson (CC, 
RbR). Isolated reports included 1 in the 
May field Creek vicinity, Graves, 6 June 
(wr DSi); 1, a singing male, con tinued in 
Fulton, 19 June (MG); 1, a likely county 
first, at Bogle Road, Warren, 23 June (aud 
CBz); 1 at the KDFWR Office, McLean, 
28 June (wr RbR); and 2 at Ballard WMA, 
Ballard, 30 June (ph RC). 
Blue-headed Vireo – 12 eastern counties. 
Common Raven – All reports included. 1 
at Yatesville Lake, Lawrence, 9 June (wr 
ZcH). 1 at Hwy. 519 at Popping Rock 
Boat Ramp, Rowan, 9 June (wr RD). 2 at 
Lilley Cornett Woods, Letcher, 15 June (wr 
KvF). 3 along Highway 932 in Letcher, 12 
July (TnBw). 
Purple Martin – An estimated 10,000 were 
in Jessamine, 22 July (SyP).
Bank Swallow – Reported from 13 counties. 
500 at KY Mill Pond Road Swallows, 
Henderson, 28 July (CC).
Red-breasted Nuthatch – Only report was 
of 1 heard at Red River Gorge, Wolfe, 1/7 
July (aud TyF, MtB, aud DL, TrN). 
BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH – A new 
location for the state in Laurel beginning 
15-18 May (SSd via RD) with multiple 
later reports of 5-7 birds through the 
season and con firmed nesting (ph RD, 
Loggerhead Shrikes – Jessamine, 2 June 2018
Michael Callan
Bell’s Vireo – Ballard, 30 June 2018
Rodney Crice
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ph DSv, m.ob.). 1 heard at the previously 
known location in Marshall, 9 July (TaS). 
KBRC has accepted reports from the new 
location. KBRC review not required at the 
Marshall location.
Brown Creeper – Perhaps a lingering 
migrant, 1 heard along Lakeview Church 
Road, Cypress Creek, LBL, Marshall, 6 
June (LyB).
Pine Siskin – Although several locations had 
reports well into May, there were only two 
counties with reports for the season, both 
in early June. 1 n. of Stanford, Lincoln, 6 
June (JkE). Natural Bridge SRP, Powell, 
had 2 at the lodge feeders 2 June (DSv, 
ph TyS, ThS) and 1 near Mill Creek Lake 
through 7 June (ph KSB). 
BACHMAN’S SPARROW – [KBRC 
review not required at this location.] 2 at a 
restricted area in Fort Campbell, Trigg, 14 
July (a pre sumed pair carrying food; aud 
BPB, aud CBz, m.ob.) and 2 there 20 July 
(wr RkS, aud DMs). 
Lark Sparrow – Three locations. 2 at Tri 
City, Graves, 6 June (wr DSi). 1 w. of 
Murray, Calloway, 9 June (wr AnX). Up 
to 4 along McDonald Landing Road, 
Henderson, 18 June (ph CC), 10 July 
(CC), and 15 July (CBz, TrN).
Savannah Sparrow – Spindletop had 2 on 2 
June (DSv, ph TyS) and 6 on 23 June (DSv, 
LsC). 1 in Hardin, 3 June (wr SnC).
Grasshopper Sparrow –  29 counties.
Henslow’s Sparrow – 16 counties. 
White-throated Sparrow – Three reports 
of single birds. Waynesburg, Lincoln, 4 
June (wr NnK); a Breeding Bird Survey 
stop in Madison, 13 June (aud DL); and 
a singing male present for several days 
in Louisville, Jefferson, (24 June ph 
JeD). Summer reports have become more 
common for this species.
Bobolink – Reported from 7 counties. All 
reports in June. Confirmed nesting and up 
to 25 at Camp Nelson, Jessamine (m.ob.). 
Madison also had several reports, typically 
of 4-5 birds (ph C&TM, ph JSo, ph JnA, 
m.ob.). Fayette had 1 singing at Talon 
Winery, 4 June (wr LsC), and 2 males 
along Mount Horeb Pike, Lexington, 12 
June (BSt). The remaining reports were 
as follows: 2 singing in Morgan, 9 June 
(RD); 1 male in Shelby, 16 June (wr JW); 
1 male in Clark, 17 June (wr ROC); and 
1 singing in Mason, 23-24 June (wr CGr).
Henslow’s Sparrow – Boyd, 2 July 2018
Stratton Hatfield
Grasshopper Sparrow – Fayette, 2 June 2018
Tanya Smythe
White-throated Sparrow – Jefferson, 24 June 2018
Jen Deleeuw
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Golden-winged Warbler – The only reports 
were a total of 4 and a Lawrence’s 
Warbler (hybrid) from a monitoring 
program in Harlan, 6 June (LoT, SBk). 
Blue-winged Warbler – Reported from 17 
counties. 
Swainson’s Warbler – Reported from 10 
counties; most reports were from the Red 
River Gorge, Wolfe/Powell (m.ob.). Other 
eastern counties with reports include 
Elliott, Leslie, Letcher, McCreary, Mor­
gan, and Pulaski. Singles were reported 
from the LBL counties of Trigg, 5 June 
(KvC) and Marshall,10 July (HC, m.ob.). 
Cerulean Warbler – Reported from 15 
counties. Last reports were early July. 
Dickcissel – Reported from 46 counties.
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Warbling Vireo on nest – Fayette, 1 June 2018
Teresa Noel
Swainson’s Warbler – Powell, 2 June 2018
Tanya Smythe
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Green Heron, Henderson, 18 June 2018 
Kevin Palmer
LOCATIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (Italics indicate a county name.)
DBNF = Daniel Boone National Forest
Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson
Hickman, Fulton
Horseshoe Road, Henderson
KDFWR = Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
KY = Kentucky
KY Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall
LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg
Lexington, Fayette
Louisville, Jefferson
m.ob. = multiple observers
McElroy Lake, s. Warren
Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, s. Jefferson
Morgan Pond = cluster of transient ponds, including Morgan Pond along KY 117,  
s. Christian
Sinclair Unit = Sinclair Unit, Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg
Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, Henderson
SNP = State Nature Preserve
SP / SRP = State Park / State Resort Park
Spindletop = University of Kentucky Spindletop Research Farm, Lexington
WMA = Wildlife Management Area
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18TH REPORT OF THE KENTUCKY BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
Ben Yandell, KBRC Secretary
The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) is a standing committee of the Kentucky 
Ornithological Society (KOS). KBRC maintains the official list of bird spe cies documented as 
having occurred in the state. The committee reviews bird observations and takes formal votes 
to determine whether the available documentation substantiates the natural occurrence of the 
species within state boundaries. To be accepted into Kentucky’s records, bird observations 
require review by the KBRC, if the reported species is either rare in the state or reported at a 
very unusual place or time of year. A list of species that require review (“Review List”) can 
be found at the end of this report. The Kentucky state list of birds, a rare bird report form, and 
KBRC Bylaws are available on the KOS website at www.birdky.org.
Recent KBRC activity
This report covers committee actions from November 2017 through December 2018. The 
previous (17th) KBRC report was published one year ago (Yandell 2017). The Kentucky State 
List of Birds remains at 387 species, including 7 extinct and extirpated species. The Review 
List comprises 99 species. The Hypothetical List comprises 9 species.
The summary below comprises 44 approved records. Approvals include the state’s second 
confirmed occurrence of Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) and third 
confirmed occurrences of King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) and Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo 
swainsoni). About 15 reports are pending com mittee action. 
Committee members participating in these actions were Jamie Baker*, Roseanna Denton*, 
David Lang, Mark Monroe*, Brian Wulker*, and Ben Yandell* (Secretary). (* indicates 
current voting member.) KBRC also relies on occasional outside advisors to inform its 
votes. 
We thank the many birders who supplied the reports and photographs that make the 
committee’s work possible. We continue to encourage observers to submit detailed written 
documentation of rare bird encounters.
Each report listed below is displayed in the following sequence: Common Name (# 
documented, if >1), Scientific Name. Location, County, Date(s) reported; Observer(s) and 
documentation method, where wr = written documentation, ph = photograph, vd = video 
recording, and au = audio recording [KBRC report #, SPECIES CODE, and status or reason 
for review]. Species nomenclature and order follow the American Ornithologists’ Union 
(1998) and subsequent supplements through the 59th (AOS 2018).
Accepted Reports
Note: Approval means that KBRC considered the available documentation conclusive, either 
unanimously upon blind first review or by positive vote of all or all but one voting member 
upon discussion and re-review.
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (2), Dendrocygna autumnalis. Sportsman Lake se. of 
Hodgenville, Larue, 11-13 May 2018; ph RMd, wr JnS, JrS [#2018.018 BBWD 4]
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (6), Dendrocygna autumnalis. Morgan Pond, Christian, 14 
-19, 30-31 May 2018; KrG, ph ShA, JoH, ph TrN, CBz [#2018.020 BBWD 4]
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Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (4), Dendrocygna autumnalis. Willowbrook Farm, 
Simpsonville, Shelby, 30 June -18 Aug 2018; TFz, ph JSo, ph JW, m.ob. [#2018.026 
BBWD 4]
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, Dendrocygna autumnalis. Glasgow, Barren, 30 Jun 2018; 
wr LCr [#2018.027 BBWD 4]
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (2), Dendrocygna autumnalis. Between Barlow and Wickliffe, 
Ballard, 1 Aug 2018; ph SnC [#2018.029 BBWD 4]
Trumpeter Swan (2), Cygnus buccinator. near Cecilia, Hardin, 1-17 February 2018; ph JnS, 
JrS, m.ob. [#2018.004 TRUS 5]
Trumpeter Swan (2), Cygnus buccinator. Aurora Ferry Road, Boone, 19 Feb 2018; ph KaC, 
JC [#2018.006 TRUS 5]
Cinnamon Teal, Spatula cyanoptera. Camp #11, Union, 6 Sep 2018; BPB, MM, JBa, CBz 
[#2018.034 CITE 4]
Mottled Duck, Anas fulvigula. McElroy Lake, Warren, 30 March - 7 April 2018; DR, ph 
RbS, VcS, RB, ph RD, ph m.ob. [#2018.011 MODU 5]
King Eider, Somateria spectabilis. Kentucky portion of the Ohio River near Chilo Lock 34 
Park / Crooked Run Nature Preserve (Clermont Co., Ohio), Bracken, 2-10 Dec. 2017; 
DMr, ph m.ob. [#2017.037 KIEI 5]
Eared Grebe, Podiceps nigricollis. Brown Generating Station, Mercer, 20 Sep 1996; wr BPB 
[#2018.161 EAGR former review species]
White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. w. of Pond River, Hopkins, 21 May 2018; wr ph BvC 
[#2018.023 WWDO 4]
White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. Cadiz, Trigg, 24-25 May 2018; JHn via wr MG 
[#2018.024 WWDO 4]
White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. Midway, Woodford, 2-3 Jun 2018; wr ph BCx 
[#2018.032 WWDO 4]
Yellow Rail, Coturnicops noveboracensis. Spindletop, Fayette, 4 Nov 2017; wr DSv 
[#2017.035 YERA 4]
Yellow Rail, Coturnicops noveboracensis. Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 10-11 Apr 2018; 
BPB, wr ph m.ob. [#2018.012 YERA 4]
Whimbrel, Numenius phaeopus. w. of Axe Lake, Ballard, 7 May 1991; wr BPB [#2018.163 
WHIM 4]
Hudsonian Godwit (20), Limosa haemastica. Horseshoe Road, Henderson, 20 Aug 2018; ph 
CC [#2018.030 HUGO 4]
Red-necked Phalarope, Phalaropus lobatus. Camp #11, Union, 24-25 May 2001; wr ph 
BPB [#2018.162 RNPH former review species]
Little Gull, Hydrocoloeus minutus. Barren River Lake, Barren, 20-25 Feb 2018; wr ph BPB, 
m.ob. [#2018.007 LIGU 5]
Pacific Loon, Gavia pacifica. Dale Hollow Lake, Clinton, 13 Dec 2017; wr ph LyB, EwB 
[#2017.040 PALO 4]
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Pacific Loon, Gavia pacifica. Barren River Lake, Barren, 27-28 Apr. 2018; KOS, wr ph 
m.ob. [#2018.016 PALO 4]
Anhinga, Anhinga anhinga. Steele Branch, Trigg, 8 May 2018; wr GnS [#2018.022 ANHI 
4]
Brown Pelican, Pelecanus occidentalis. Multiple locations, [multiple counties], 18 June - 12 
Aug 2018; RD, JBa, KSB, m.ob. [#2018.033 BRPE 5]
White Ibis, Eudocimus albus. Upper Bottom Road, Fulton, 9 Sep 1993; wr BPB [#2018.164 
WHIB former review species]
Glossy Ibis, Plegadis falcinellus. McElroy Lake, Warren, 19 May 2018; wr ph RD, PmGr, wr 
ph CBz, vd TrN, ph RcS, DR, TD [#2018.021 GLIB 4]
White-faced Ibis, Plegadis chihi. along South Fork Creek, West Buechel, Louisville, 
Jefferson, 13 May 2018; ph PB, JB [#2018.019 WFIB 4]
Swainson’s Hawk, Buteo swainsoni. Along the Mississippi River, Carlisle, 1 Sep 2018; wr 
MM, BPB [#2018.031 SWHA 5]
Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Kentucky Speedway, Gallatin, 13 Dec 2017; ph BPB, m.ob. 
[#2017.041 SNOW 4]
Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. St. Boniface Church, Louisville, Jefferson, 7-10, 14/17? Dec 
2017; [ph unknown] [#2017.043 SNOW 4]
Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Cincinnati/Northern KY Airport, Boone, 24 December 2017 - 
2 January 2018; DHo, WH, BPB, ph JC, ph CBz, ph JnS, JrS [#2017.044 SNOW 4]
Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Wilmore, Jessamine, 31 December 2017 - 2 January 2018; 
BnR, ph KyB, ph m.ob. [#2017.045 SNOW 4]
Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Cincinnati/Northern KY Airport, Boone, 21 January - 8 
February 2018; ThC, DRu, JRu, WH, ph m.ob. [#2018.003 SNOW 4]
Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Owl Creek Road and v, Taylor, 20 March - 10 April 2018; 
m.ob. [#2018.009 SNOW 4]
Northern Saw-whet Owl, Aegolius acadicus. Little Lick Recreation Area, DBNF, Pulaski, 4 
May 2018; RB, LyB, EwB [#2018.028 NSWO date]
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Myiarchus cinerascens. Dale Hollow Lake, Cumberland, 8-10 
Dec. 2017; ph JSo, m.ob. [#2017.039 ATFL 5]
Brown-headed Nuthatch (4-5+), Sitta pusilla. London Ranger District Office, Laurel, 15 
May 2018 & continuing; RD, SSd, m.ob. [#2018.025 BHNU 4]
Red Crossbill (14), Loxia curvirostra. Pond Run Church Road (KY 176) & Fulkerson Rd, 
Ohio, 31 Dec 2017; ph au BPB [#2017.046 RECR 4]
Red Crossbill, Loxia curvirostra. KY Dam Golf Course, Marshall, 18 Apr 2018; ph TaS 
[#2018.015 RECR 4]
Harris’s Sparrow, Zonotrichia querula. 1 mile s. of Feliciana, Graves, 20-28 Jan 2018; MrC 
[#2018.002 HASP 4]
Harris’s Sparrow, Zonotrichia querula. 1 mile s. of Feliciana, Graves, 30-31 March 2018; 
BPB, wr JW, ph CBz, m.ob. [#2018.010 HASP 4]
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Harris’s Sparrow, Zonotrichia querula. Stone Place Stables, Jefferson, 5-6 May 2018; wr ph 
KB, wr JW, AM, ph JBa [#2018.017 HASP 4]
Yellow-headed Blackbird, Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Central City, Muhlenberg, 17 
Jan 2018; TG, ph SG [#2018.001 YHBL 4]
Nashville Warbler, Oreothlypis ruficapilla. Louisville, Jefferson, 16 Dec 2017; wr Jake 
Souder [#2017.034 NAWA date]
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Black-throated Green Warbler, Powell, 5 June 2018  
Jeffrey Sole
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FIELD NOTE
First Confirmed Nesting Records of Common Merganser in Kentucky
Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) is a rare to occasionally uncommon bird in Kentucky. 
It is known primarily as a locally distributed winter resident, being most conspicuous during 
periods of cold weather when bodies of water farther north freeze over. Small numbers of 
presumed migrants are also reported, usually on larger bodies of water.  There are only a few 
historical records, some or most perhaps injured individuals, lingering into or through the 
summer season.
Sightings from the central and western portions of the state have historically far outnumbered 
reports of the species in the Cumberland Plateau and Cumberland Mountains regions, although 
during recent years there have been relatively more in eastern Kentucky than in the past. To 
what extent this trend can be attributed to an improved network of birder communication 
(particularly through eBird) is unknown.
During the past several years, a few additional reports of Common Mergansers have occurred 
on rivers and streams in eastern Kentucky during spring and summer.  These have included 
a female on the Rockcastle River, Jackson County, 17 May 2013 (Diana Piep, eBird data); 
three, including an adult male, on Russell Fork, Pike County, 11 April 2015 (Josh Blackmon/
Daryl Owens, eBird data; Palmer-Ball and McNeely 2015); two females on Russell Fork, Pike 
County, 6 June 2017 (Matt Kosiewski, eBird data; Yandell 2017); a female on the Red River, 
Menifee County, 9 June 2017 (Clay Bliznick, eBird data; Yandell 2017); two female types on 
Russell Fork, Breaks Interstate Park, Pike County, 14 April 2018 (Roseanna Denton, eBird 
data; Yandell 2018); and a female on the upper portion of Cave Run Lake, Menifee County, 
12 May 2018 (Donovan Jones, eBird data; Yandell 2018). In addition, a report of eight female 
type birds on Russell Fork, Breaks Interstate Park, Pike County, 27 May 2017 (Matt Anthony/
Erin Chapman, eBird data) was particularly suspicious as being a family group.
Moreover, during the spring and summer of 2017 and 2018, three different family groups of 
females accompanied by young were documented in eastern Kentucky, finally confirming 
what had been suspected for a few years!  Details of these three reports follow:
Rockcastle County (Skegg Creek, se. of Hansford): 30 May 2017, a female with seven to 
nine ducklings photographed by David Fletcher. Four large young presumed to be from the 
same family group were seen at the same location 25 July 2017. David photographed another 
family group (female with six young) at the same location 18 June 2018.
Common Merganser and ducklings, Menifee, 25 May 2018, Kevin Faccenda
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Jackson County (Middle Fork Rockcastle River, 
nw. of Parrot): 20 April 2018, a female with eight 
ducklings photographed by Diana Piep. She continued 
to see members of this family group to 25 June 2018 with 
nine still present 23 June 2018. Subsequently, Diana found a 
notation in her 2017 diary that she had seen a female Common Merganser swim by with six 
or seven ducklings at this same location 28 April 2017.
Menifee County (East Branch Indian Creek): 25 May 2018, a female with seven ducklings 
photographed by Kevin Faccenda, who was on an aquatic ecology class field trip with Dr. 
David Brown (Eastern Kentucky University) and other students.
These latter reports represent the first confirmed breeding records of Common Merganser in 
Kentucky. The natural question follows these observations:  Have Common Mergansers been 
breeding on the streams of eastern Kentucky for a while, or is this a recent phenomenon? Data 
accumulated in adjacent states suggest that the latter is the more likely case. Pearce, Mallory, 
and Metz (2015) include no nesting records from the southern Appalachian Mountains of 
the eastern United States south of Pennsylvania. Likewise, Buckelew and Hall (1994) and 
Nicholson (1997) included no reports of nesting during the West Virginia and Tennessee 
Breeding Bird Atlases, respectively. 
Kiff (1989) and Knight (1989) have published the discovery of a small number of historical 
nesting records in the southern Appalachians from the late 1890s in Mercer County, West 
Virginia (one), and Smith County, Tennessee (six). Kiff (1989) also provided a useful summary 
of several other reports from the Appalachian region south of Pennsylvania (specifically 
in Virginia and North Carolina) during the mid-20th Century. These reports indicate that 
Common Mergansers at least occasionally nested far south of their normal range historically. 
Interestingly, Mengel (1965) did not accept the statement by John James Audubon that “when 
Above: Common Merganser and ducklings,  
Jackson, 20 April 2018  
Diana Piep 
 
Right: Common Merganser juveniles,  
Rockcastle, 18 June 2018
David Fletcher
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I first resided in Kentucky, some bred there also, although [now] none . . . summer in that 
country.”  The more recent findings obviously cause one to reevaluate the credibility of 
Audubon’s statement!
Knight (2018) has just published a very informative summary of recent nesting season and 
confirmed nesting records of Common Merganser in eastern Tennessee, where a similar 
trend has occurred. Knight provides details of sightings in Blount, Carter, Scott, Polk, Sevier, 
Sullivan, and Washington counties. Earliest of these reports occurred during the spring 
2014, and they have continued into the current year (R. Knight, personal communication). 
Tennessee’s first confirmed breeding record in more than 100 years was documented in Blount 
County in 2017 (Lloyd 2018).
The story is a bit different in West Virginia, where an increase in the nesting population was 
detected several years sooner. During the period 2009-2014, a second breeding bird atlas was 
undertaken in the state, yielding numerous reports of probable and confirmed breeding. Bailey 
and Rucker (2018) indicate that the first likely confirmed record since the late 1800s was noted 
in 2001, and that the species was found to be widespread in the Allegheny Mountains and 
Ridge and Valley physiographic regions, and scattered elsewhere in the Allegheny Plateau 
and Cumberland Mountains, during the atlas project field work.
Finally, an analysis of 2018 eBird data from the southern Appalachians during the past few 
decades suggests a remarkable increase in reports of summer Common Mergansers. These data 
include numerous records of confirmed nesting (mostly broods of young), primarily across 
West Virginia. The West Virginia nesting reports appear to have commenced during the early 
2000s, but increased dramatically in frequency beginning in 2010. Since that time, multiple 
county records of confirmed nesting have originated from scattered locales, and Buckelew 
(2015) considered the species to be nesting statewide. The same eBird data set also revealed 
recent nesting records in Virginia along the two northwestern tiers of counties (Ridge and 
Valley and Blue Ridge physiographic regions) commencing in 2014 and continuing through 
2018. During the most recent couple of years there has been an expansion into the southwest 
part of the state (Buchanan County in 2017 and Washington County in 2018). Similarly, 
in western North Carolina and eastern Tennessee, eBird data document the appearance of 
nesting birds, but only during 2017-2018. 
As in Kentucky, all Tennessee reports have originated in the eastern portion of the state, where 
forested rivers and streams most closely match the forested stream and lake habitats frequented 
by nesting birds farther north. The species is a cavity nester and fish eater, so forested streams 
likely provide the most suitable nesting habitat in the southern Appalachians.
As far as an explanation for the recent increase in nesting Common Mergansers in the southern 
Appalachians, one must presume that birds breeding in Kentucky, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee during the past few years have expanded out from West Virginia, where the dramatic 
increase has been noted for nearly a decade. However, why the expansion has occurred at all 
may always be a mystery. It will be interesting to monitor the evolution of the species’ nesting 
status in future years. So far, available data suggest that clutches are completed during April 
and May, with family groups observed any time from late April into summer.
I would like to thank Marshall Iliff (Cornell Lab of Ornithology) for providing a custom 
dump of eBird data for analysis. Rich Bailey (West Virginia DNR) was kind enough to 
provide me with narrative from the upcoming results of the second West Virginia Breeding 
Bird Atlas. I also appreciate the assistance of Rick Knight (Tennessee Ornithological Society) 
for providing me with reprints of a few articles and for reviewing the manuscript. Finally, I 
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would like to thank Kevin Faccenda, David Fletcher, and Diana Piep for allowing me to post 
details of their exciting observations.
Literature Cited
Bailey, R., and C.  Rucker, eds. 2018. The second atlas of the breeding birds of West Virginia. 
Unpublished manuscript. In preparation.
Buckelew, A., Jr. 2015. Common Merganser and Common Raven breeding in Brooke County 
West Virginia. The Redstart 82:65-66.
Buckelew, A., Jr., and G. Hall. 1994. The West Virginia breeding bird atlas. University of 
Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, PA. 215 pp.
eBird Basic Dataset. Version: EBD_relOct-2018. Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New 
York. October 2018.
Kiff, L. 1989. Historical breeding records of the Common Merganser in southeastern United 
States.  The Wilson Bulletin 101:141-143.
Knight, R. 1989. Another 19th century Common Merganser egg set collected in Tennessee. 
The Migrant 60:93-94
Knight, R. 2018. Recent evidence of breeding by Common Mergansers in east Tennessee. 
The Migrant 89:1-4.
Lloyd, J. 2018. First confirmed breeding by Common Merganser in Tennessee in more than 
a century. The Migrant 89:8-9.
Pearce, J., M. L. Mallory, and K. Metz (2015). Common Merganser (Mergus merganser), 
version 2.0. In The Birds of North America (A. F. Poole, Editor). Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bna.442 
Mengel, R. 1965. The birds of Kentucky. A.O.U. Monographs No. 3. American 
Ornithologists’ Union. Lawrence, KS. 581 pp.
Nicholson, C. 1997. Atlas of the breeding birds of Tennessee. The University of Tennessee 
Press. Knoxville, TN. 426 pp.
Palmer-Ball, B., Jr., and L. McNeely. 2015.  Spring 2015 season. The Kentucky Warbler 
91:63-77.
Yandell, B. 2017. The summer season 2017. The Kentucky Warbler 93:98-103.
Yandell, B. 2018. The spring season, March 2018 – May 2018. The Kentucky Warbler 
94:67-91.
—Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, KY, 40222.
122 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 94
ADDITIONS, CORRECTIONS, AND CLARIFICATIONS
These are listed by volume and page number in The Kentucky Warbler. 
2008, 84(1):16. Yellow-headed Blackbird account should not have included the notation 
“KBRC review required.” The species was not on the Review List when reported and does 
not require review. See https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S43208683. 
2017, 93(3):73. Willet statement “80 at the beach at Ky Dam Village 27-30 April” was unclear. 
80 were reported only on 27 April, with lesser numbers 28-30 April. 53 were present 29 April, 
and at least 1 was still there on the afternoon of 30 April (ph BY, MY).
2017, 93(4):101. Olive-sided Flycatcher location was Kentucky Bend, Fulton, 7 June (HC, ph 
JP). See https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S37458762. 
2017, 93(4):101. Loggerhead Shrike should have included a ninth report. 2 at Schochoh, 
Logan, 9 July (ph Steve Tyson, Debby Tyson).
2017, 93(4):105. Trumpeter Swan, Cygnus buccinator. Sinclair Unit, Muhlenberg, 29 Dec 
2013; ph BPB, JSo [#2013.052 TRUS 5] is the correct entry. The original listed the county.
2018, 94(3):74. Iceland Gull attribution should have read as follows: “ph JBa, wr BPB, MSs, 
MjW,” crediting Jamie Baker with the photograph.
2018, 94(3):74. Caspian Tern. Early arrivals should have included 1 at Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall, 30 March (wr Mike Miller).
2018, 94(3):77. Northern Saw-whet Owl description incorrectly listed two locations. The 
reference should have been only to “1 at Little Lick Recreation Area, DBNF, Pulaski, 4 May 
(RB).” KBRC has accepted this record; see report this issue. 
2018, 94(3):87. Yellow-rumped Warbler account omitted an “Audubon’s” report from 
Warren, ph Rickey Shive. 16-23 April 2018. See reports beginning with https://ebird.org/
view/checklist/S44659612 and photograph on back cover of this issue.
Great-crested Flycatcher nestlings, Jefferson, 13 July 2018
Herb Barbee
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NEWS AND VIEWS
Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Award
The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor 
the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions she and her 
husband Wendell made to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The 
Scholarship is available to young birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. 
The Scholarship will pay tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association 
(ABA) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the KOS website (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund.html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend and provide a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship recipients will be asked to 
report on their Camp experience, either in person at a KOS meeting, to their local bird club, 
or in writing. Scholarship applications are due by May 1 each year, however grants will be 
subject to ABA camp’s space availability.
Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available
The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the appreciation 
of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants up to $500, please contact 
Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at 
scott.marsh@twc.com.
Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available
The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with 
monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website (http://
birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund.html), or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601, or via email at 
kate.slankard@ky.gov.
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher fledglings, Marshall, 6 June 2018
Rickey Shive
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1. Pine Siskin – Powell, 2 June 2018, Tanya Smythe; 2. Least Tern – Marshall, 7 June 2018, Tammie Vied Smith;  
3. Black-bellied Whistling Duck – Shelby, 30 June 2018, James Wheat; 4. Yellow-crowned Night-heron – Jefferson, 
7 June 2018, John Mann; 5. Cattle Egret – Jefferson, 20 June 2018, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.; 6. Yellow-rumped 
Warbler (Audubon’s) Warren, 16 April 2018, Rickey Shive; 7. Horned Grebe – Marshall, 18 June 2018, Antonio Xeira
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